
Types Of Discipline- Church, Pt. VII 

Source: Jay E. Adams,  
Handbook of Church Discipline, p. 27  
  

Here is a pictorial presentation of the process  
of discipline laid out in Mt 18:15-17 which 
reads as follows: 
15

 "If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his  
fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you,  
you have gained your brother. 

16
 But if he does not  

listen, take one or two others along with you, that every 
 charge may be established by the evidence of two or  
three witnesses. 

17
 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it  

to the church. And if he  refuses to listen even to the  
church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 
  

 
At this point three major developments  are to be noted.  Firstly, we have been satisfied 
that our sinning brother  will not repent of his sin and that this matter now needs to be 
escalated a private to a public corporate setting involving the church, the ekklesia, the local 
assembly, v. 17a.  Secondly, as shown in the diagram above, we are now transitioning 
from the informal aspect to the formal aspect of discipline.  Accordingly, there is a pressing 
note of finality here in that the offending brother is afforded one last opportunity to repent.  
Those meeting with him will undoubtedly urgently and lovingly plead with him, reasoning 
from the Scriptures and from the details of the matter, to confess his sin, turn from it and be 
forgiven.  Thirdly, the intensity as well as the severity of the matter has increased 
immensely in that our brother's attitude has deteriorated from one that does not listen to us, 
v. 16  (by no means a light matter) to one that refuses to listen to listen to us, v. 17 (twice 
stated).  A hardening of heart has taken place. 
 Much discussion has centered on the meaning of "the church."  Here are the only 
other references to "church" in the Gospels apart from Mt 16: 18; our Lord provides no 
instructions regarding the process.  Does “church” signify the entire membership gathered 
for worship in which some unbelievers are present?  The world has no reason or right to 
know of this matter at this time, and furthermore, this would violate the apostolic mandate 
that all activities in worship be conducted in peace, decency and in order, 1 Cor 15: 33, 40.  
See Adams, pp. 68-69.  Does it refer to a specially called meeting of its baptized members 
all of whom are under the church’s care and discipline?  p. 69.  Or, does it refer to the 
church as duly represented by its biblically appointed and recognized leaders, i.e., its 
elders?  Concerning this latter point, Adams observes from the Old Testament that when 
the Lord God desired to speak to Israel as a whole, he frequently addressed the elders who 
then relayed his message to the covenant community-  Ex 3:15-16; 19:3, 7; Dt 31:28, 30. In 
addition, when we consider Mt 16:18-19 which records our Lord's granting the keys of the 
kingdom to Peter as a representative of the apostles all of whom were entrusted with the 
responsibility of binding and loosing, that is, of disallowing or allowing entrance into the 
kingdom of God through the church, we are safe in concluding that in all probability, in the 
first place, "the church" in 18: 17 refers to the elders. The right to the keys denotes the right 
to proclaim the divine Word, administer the sacraments, and exercise church discipline.    
 From the above, we can clearly understand that church discipline is an institutional, 
corporate matter.  Such biblical practices as loving confrontation, confession, repentance 
and restoration are to be practiced regularly within the life of the church's fellowship.  
  


